NORTHAMPTON 


M ARCH 22, 1663. 


By Antonie Scattergood D. D. C 


—— — 


* 0 


ä | LONDON: 

Printed. by F. G. for Richard Marriott, and are to be 

ſold at his Shop under St. Danſtans Church in 
Fleet- ſtreet. 1664. 


IMPRIMAT UR: 


Joh: Hall R. P. D. Hum: Epiſe. Lond. 4 
Sas. Domeft, 


April 5. 1664. 


ORNATISSIMO 
+ - K UW 
EDVARDO O NLEY 
Anf Nez re 

J VICECO MIT. 

3 + 
LECTISSIME BFUs Confler 

eM ARGARETAE, 

ANTONIUS SCATTERGOOD 

e OPELL 4 M4. 


D. D. D. 


— YM C} ” LF 2 


- a 


4 — . 


23 4 
Et 


| Worthy Jucvpes. | 


Ex Op. 18421. 
— able men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, 
hating covetonſneſs. 


N this Chapter is ſet down how it 
came to paſs, that Moſes, who hi- 
therto had born the burthen of fix 
hundred thouſand: men himſelf a- 
tone, hearing, examining, and de- 
ciding even their leſſer cauſes, was perſwaded, for 
his own eaſe, and the benefit of all Iſrael, to make 
choice of ſome worthy perſons to be his helps in 
government, and to give commiſsion and charge 


unto them to jdage the people at all ſeaſons, It va. 


was the counſel of Jethro that put him upon this 
conrſe of ereting and conſtituting as it were a new 


polity. For he being come out of Midian to con- . . 


gratulate the Iſraelites deliverance out of Egypt, 
and to give his Son-in-law a viſit in the wilderneſs, 
atid oblerving the pains he took in judging and 
T9 FO B eter- 


ver. 13. 


Numb. 12 f. 


Deut. 33.5. 


EXO. 18.1. 
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J* 1 H ROS Character 


3 
eveniye, dent and experienced Prince, 
and like a Lachen wen d, he blainerh bim for 1 it, 
as being a burthen too heavy for the ſhoulders of 
any ſingle perſon, and adviſeth him to ſelect 
and ordain Judges and inferiour Magiſtraces, who- 
would greatly leſſen the trouble he underwent, 
by bearing each. of them his ſhare of it. Sage 
counſel this l But what need had Moſes that J& 
thro ſhould give it him? He having the Divine 
Oracle to conſule upon all occaſions, and God 


 vouchſafing ſo. to honour and befriend kim as to 


ſpeak with him moth to: mouth, even apparently, 
and not in dark ſpeeches, one would think-ic had 
beenaltogether ſuperfluods-for this King in 5 
ſeran to receive inſtructions from the Prieff. o 

Prince of Midian how to menage his. Office, * 0 
to ee e Bt m ie pleaſed. God | 
wo exerciſe and: enereaſe che humility and meek- 
neſd of his fervant by putting him to l - 


. 
Thus che grear Doctour: of the Seneiles ws . 


by Chriſt soten appointment, who appeared un+- | 
lim. ſent into Bamaſcus, that there Ananias-. 
mighe ure him rell af his hy final 25 of his. de. 
dily- blindne(s, that ſtom him tie might bear the 
of: Chriſtianity, a and H, what he 
—— to do and to ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake. And 
mor bullets. with Coraelins-was, 1 


of controverſies from morning it 


of Cod now, that me ſhonld all ordmarily be 
N eee not y 2 meſſenger fram che 
dead, nor by an Angel from heaven, nar by God's 
immediate voice or vevelation, but by men like 
ourſelves, The precious treaſure of knowledge 
is conveyed unto us through eart hes veſſels- And 
it is our duty te he content, yea glad, thus to re- 
ceive it; · to look upon Track, whoever ſpeak- 
eth it, as a ray of Divine light, and to embrace 
vholſome couaſel from the mouth of the meaneſt. 
And there is none indeed fo mean and buc 
thegreateſt and wiſoſt upan earth may haply ane 
time or other learn ſomething from him. The 
—_— — r on fo diſpoſed 
things below, ſo diſpenſed t Sings we eũjoy, 
that no man hatch all, and that every one hath 
ſome; none is abſolute and perſact, none quite 
empty and deficient , and this, to the end that 
both che ſenſe of our wants may keep us bumbl 
and che mutual dependency that there ĩs am 
us may make us love and not contemu one ano- 
ther; that abe Head may wot ſay to the Feet, I Co. ia xr. 
have no weed of you. | 
This lefſon meek Moſes here had ts 
and he may teach us all by his example. was 
2 the wiſeſt and moſt” excellent perſon 
in che world : He had beea bred up in Pha- 
raoh's Court, and ſo became learned in al the ans 2: 
; wiſdew 7. the Egyptians He was mighty in 
words and deeds , he bore in his hand a rod far 
more potent then any Gerte by which he dark- 
ned the air, dried the ſea, broched the rocks, 
ruled the creature at his pleaſure: He vas the 
| B 2 Guide 


Deut.34 5. 
Exod. 3 3. 11. 


Ixzod. 18. 17,18. 


Guide amd Judge of a m 


Jer wo's Character 3 
d Judge ighty tation, thec chen 
only viſible Church of God: And which was his 
greateſt dignity) he Was the. geruant of. the Tord, 
and familiarly : conyerſed with him as: ane friend 


doth with another. Jet this mighty and worthy: 


Perſonage patiently heareth himſelf tamed for 
ſeeming to be ignorant of that which almoſt. ever 
body knoweth by common experience,: That 
overmuch pains will aſſuredly wear: and: waſti the 
pains:eHker ;; and re be plainly rald he did not wel 
in taking-upon; him the ſole adminiſtration of ju- 
ſtice toſo vaſt a multitude, arid thatcboth: himſelſ 
and t he people under his charge and conduct would 
ſorely rue it if he did not aſſume ſome able and 


welle qualified perſons to be his aſsiſtants in that 


weighty affairs Thi bs heareth quietly e ow 
rho was s ranger from the:Communwealthof [free 

and whom ſome hold to have been an: idolater and 
ignorant of the true God: But this is too harſh 
a cenſure, and very improbable, as appeareth both 


from . this. Chapter, and from 
Moſes s ſo long living da 


with him, and at: length 
marrying of his daughter. Whatever Jethro was, 


Moſes meekly your him the hearmg, and neither 
juſtified himſelf, nor blamed his reprover fer ſeem- 


ing too curious and. buſie in aliens republics,” and 
meddling with that which nothing concerned 
him; But, inſtead of. that, he bearkwed 107 the 
voise of hi Father: in- lam, and did aff that he ha 
ſaid, way read ver, 24. and may ſee further in the 
end of this Chapter, anq; in the: firſt: of Deute: 
ronomie. „ e $9735 213 $5; 
Let us all, Beloyed, of what degree or calling 
$5 + rk : &. a ſoever, 
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of worthy Judges. 

ſotver, /imitate.this, great 'Miirrour,of mieeknoſs,; 
nd ibe willing to be t of the-etroug of our Ways, 
and of the way howo amend them, though it be 
by the meaneſt of God's meffengers. Hitherto 
ye have. had only a Preface to the Text; but, if 
5 pleaſe, let it ſerve for a Preface to the Sermon 
allo, EY 2 Tad ene + 4 — 

In the words Rhave made choice to treat of at this 
time, are: contained certain. Characters or Notes 
which Jethrocheld requiſite to be in th whom 
Moſes ſnould employ in Courts of Jadicature, 
and make. Miniſters of Org. him: They 
- muſt be alle men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, 
hating couttouſseſs., In the handling of which 
points there is.no better method then to take the 
words as they lie in order. 
AUE men. There is a threefold Ability 
requifite in Magiſtrates. I hey ſhould have 1. able 
Heads, 2. able Hearts, 3. able Hands. They 
ought tobe . men of Wiſdom and Diſcretion, 
2. men of Courage and. Activity, 3. men of 
Power and good Eſtate,.. _. 


i. wiſdm, ith the Wiſe- man, 5 the princi- rio av 


% 


pal thing. Therefore he exhorteth us 10 get wiſ- 
dom,” and with all aur getting to get underſtanding. 


Whatever our profeſsion or employment be, i- , 


dow' i profitable to direct. This will teach us to 
follow dur callings and to order all our affairs with 

diſcretion. Through this is the houſe builded, and 
- furniſhed too, Prov. 24. 3, 4. his inſtructeth the 
ploumamto ſow and order his corn, Iſa, 28. And 
this teãcheth · the artificer how to handle his tools. 
In this book of Exodus they are often ſaid to oe 

2 been. 


C 


Jer A a o's Cher fer 

* che . 2 2. 8 

lower trades cannot be ri withont 

1 Wiſdom, how neceſſ- an ornameneand accom- 

H pliſbment will it be to ewhoſe art it is, 2 *. 

Prince of ſpeaketh, 
—regere-im mperio popules, — 


enere morem, 
Parcere 1 45 yr bes ie 


Yrgu/£n.6.352. 


* 
to protect che to the 
port 2 — | 


— * — he word King, winch Þ in 
our e ſupreme e, i 
. from — apy the 
Saxon. ro tongue fignifieth Cones 20d Sil, n- 
es Kings eſpecially chould Wound. 
This will be chu rs ornament Server chew pe- 
Frors.n Bs, anda defence better then ffrength or thes we- 
Eec!.y.11. & 9. pins of war. It was therefore one of the wiſeſt acts 
that we find recorded of the wiſeſt of ns 
being pur w his choice what the would receive 
the Giver of every cer 4nd 4p rift, be fa 
Give thy . an ander; arts. # 
thy people | 1 
bad, 1 King 3. 9. But becauſe, as Jethro telleth 
Moſes, che — of: juſtices 4 whole. nati» 
on is a tack too hea or any 213 
himſelf alone, 2 is alle to judge, ſaith Solo- 
mon there, this thy ſo great a people ?) therefore 

it is an eſpecial point of Kiagly prudence:to ſubſti- 

mute, as Moſes is here well-qualified and 
* Perſons to Gcchage ahit office And, | 
| . d, 


. of worthy Tadgor, 

t. _bleffed be God;- onr Moſes, wid bath 

beenwondetfully hid (by the care of females too) 

ami grucioufly preſerved: from bloud-thirſty Ty-- 

rant, whohuchieſcaped (as Moſes did) — by ü 
marer ad perils. by land, and who- hath been 
broughrou of eie (whtele our: of Midiand! to 
rule-ambgovernehisour Kr; This our Moſes. 
Echyz hathſnrwn his Prineely wildom and care over 
his people in providing able men to: e Go 4 
al ſcuſonst; Men well verſed imtlie f God, 
me well learned in ehe Laus of the Land, men 7 
mature age and deep expevierice ; wh hive freſh. 
in their memories the Reports: of ancient Sa- 
85 reſhowſt: predimum,. & (ententias- judicum; 
having Been acquaimed Witti trials of all ſorts, 
* to receive informations; examin. Witneſa- 
ſes; ift out the F a quick end to ſuits wit li- 
cu unneceſſar demurrers. aud protractions; who 
ie pam thavis ſometimes put 
open the falſhood of ſubtile 
ſo defeat the an and clear 
the innocent; who-have the Balance off Juſtice in 
| OF 8 — ha- 
exactly weig og t t 
au bel Alen uſe the rigour of the Law, and = 
| ity  ſhonld beexerciſed. 

ol this 
had. ct in der Judges oughti@be ; And 
not only they; but alſo all others proportionally 
who liayeany thing to do in Courts of. Juſtice, 
rhacks Auftiburs on the Bench, or Pleaders at the 
Nurse empannelted forthe Fury; they ſhould be 
able mes'irehis 6rdfeae, ol __ 
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Uri t. Erb. r. 


Prov. 23. 5. 


| Ws * 1. A K 0 8 Carnes N F 
 pudgment i in ſuch matters as ax they ike in' mY . 


me ef wit an | dextetity to expeti 


-they may be able 0 — r | 
But otherwiſe they cannot but be perverters or 


hinderers of it. For none can be competent 


Judges of what they underſtand mot, *"Exarec gf 


, à 5, ſaith the Philoſopher. - Knowledg 
is a neceſſary help to Judgment, They muft be 
able men that judge. 


To e then are they -who having em 
heads 2 or covetous hearts, ſay vt 


Abſalom, 0h that I were made judge in the land, 


that every man which hath any ſit or "nM might 
come unto me, and I would do him. juſtice, Ther 
would have the credit and ofit of er piace, bar 
are void both of care and ability to diſcharge it. 


Vain men ! that gape after-Honour, which'is but 


a bubble, and catch at Riches, which are norhing , 
and confider not what a fearful Wo. would hang 
over their heads if they had their wiſh, namely 


in the Prophet; Vo unto them that call: r vo 


and good evil; that put darkneſs for light, 257 7 


light for darineſes ; that put bitter for ſweet, and 
ſweet fer bitter. A groſs miſtake, - But thus un- 
doubtedly would theſe men miſtake, if once ſet in 
the (cat of. judgnoar, being deſtitute ol the: main 
1 of 2 Judge, the ſpiric of judgment and 
diſcerning. I bey would|ijuſtifie:he withtd, un 
takeaway the righteouſeſs of the righteous ; from him, 
Beloved, che right way to Honour 8 Virtue: 


Au it is better far to geſerye preſortient au oy 


not have it, then td have it, and not de 5 
Taue then for teal worth, and waitdor Walt 


gf eh ae: 13 

fil he Who is the foüntain of honour ſhall wink ff fit 
1 beſtow i it: Todo othberwiſe, to look for ad- 
vancement and advantages without deſert, is as 
abſurd and prepoſterous as if a man ſhould exſpect 
to reap when he hath not ſown, to receive wages 
without doing his work, and to {ee a ſhadow where 
there is Ker _ nor ſubſtance, . So much of 
the firſt ſort of Ability that is requiſite in Magi- 
ſtrates; They _ have able Hea S, Next, they 
muſt have 
2. Able Hearts, that is, Hearts full of courage 
and reſolution to do what they know is their duty. 
A good Second this unto the former. Skill wit 
out Will, Wiſdom in the brain without Freedom 
in the breaſt, is altogether unactive and to no pur- 
potes like a good Weapon that is-never drawn out, - 

t ſtill reſteth and ruſteth in its ſcabbard; or, 
like a man who, having a journey to go, hath eyes 
gt his way, but no legs to in it. On the 

ther ſide, Coura 22297 not guided. by -- mags ah is 

like metall in a blind horſe, carrying him on apace 
toward blocks or downfalls ; or, or Il a ſharp ſword 


in the hand of a fool or a mad- man, wounding 
whom it ſhould not. But þ non proſunt ſiugula 
funcha juan. Thele two, a good Head, and a 
great Heart, though when apart one from the o- 
ther they avail little or nothing, yea are often dan- 
gerous and hurtful both to others and to them that 
have them, yet when they go together in a Magi- 
ſtrate. they ſerve to make him almoſt complete: 

Libs after; and Pollux, who appearing ſingle were 
counted of old ſid amens, portending ill luck to 


Nn but when. they were ſeen both at once, 
: C emal 


— 


10 


Pſal 29.10. 
Iſa. 11. 9. 
Ani. s. 2. 


Iſa 11.2. 


Gen. 12.25. 
Flal,o 4. 


fim & fm, they fig 
| j 2 ; 


1 Chr. 22.13. 


may ot dread,” zor be dif 


2 Chr. 1.11. 


Jeb 29.77. 


12 E TE RO ; Charter 
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the great Ship of this Ki 15 Hkely to ſail on 

perouſty, fo long as we ſee upon qu ſaik or 
maſts thoſe lucky Gemini, choſe ewin-ftars, the - 
light of Knowledge, and the fire of Zele ; ſo, long 
as thoſe who ſit at the helm, and ſee te the ſteer; 
of our courſe, are boch Skilfutin their Campals, 
and carefut'to. obferve it, Let us therefore paß 
often oy Him that ſrrtth upon the water-fleud, that: 
as our Land is ful of- Knowledge, as the waters cover 
r fo Nuag ment may rum domm in it at weters, 

Riehteouſnefs like a mighty ffreum; ' And ta 
—— that he would bleſs all thaſe whoſe office 
it is to execute juſtice amongſt us, eſpecially the 


vp 


2 


voxage. 
ed, 


Teverend and learned ; chats he e hath-g)-; 
vea_unto-then rhe iris of .Coanſeh: ſo he would 
alſo-give unto them 2 


* Might,” that they 
may Mill be frong and of ene, 


the i innocent, though QOT, . 2c . 
the jaws of the oppr _— ing the i ane 
of his teeth, though re Sera ie hr 

Thus doing 7 will do God, their Frinbe, their 
Country, yea and themſelves ald pod fervice. 
By obeying the will and imitating the example of 


| that Fade of al the earth, who finuhin the: thrase- 


judging right, they will deſerve thoſi titles, 
that are give they r 92. 6, br Care 


Gods, 
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Gods, and alt dees Children of the moſt High, 


Their Tribuaals Will prove Rays and props: unto 
the King's Throne, eb fe, pony | G 
weſs, They willuphold.the Commonwealth from 
confuſion and ruine, and procure the bleſsings of 
_ . God upon it. They, will have the prayers and 
praiſes. of good people here, and receive from zhe 
rightcom Fadge the crown of righteouſneſs here- : rim 4.s. 
ter, „ : . | 8 : 
But thoſe who, being called to the office and 
dignity of a. Judge, ſufler baſe unworthy fear to 
bear ſway in them, and dare not go on; as they 
ought, in the courſe of juſtice by reaſon of ſome 
- lion they phanſie to lie in their may; Thoſe who 27024 13. 
had rather wronga poer innocent, then by doing 
him tight forfeit the favour and incur the diſplea- 
ſure ol ſome great man; Thoſe who, with Gallio, 4 18. 17. 
ont of negligence or love of eaſe care for nene of 
thoſe things which by vertue of their place they are 
boũnd to care for; or, with Fe ſtas, to do the multi- 


3 f Acts 24-27; 
tude 4 pleaſare, can find in their hearts to leave a 


righteous man bound; or, with Pilate, to avoid Jona 15.25, Ke. 


'Celar's frewn and the loſs of their place, can di- 
ſpenſe with their conſcience for once, and doom a 
moſt innocent perſon to death; Such Judges as 
theſe diſgrace: themſelves and their honourable 
calling by their ſaint-heartedneſs; and by uſing 
unlawtul means to ſave their own ſtake and to gain . 
the favour of mortal men, they fall into the hands of 5 
- theliving God, who is « conſuming fi: e. | 
aer let us all, both e and people, 
baniſh p imous fear out of our boſoms. No 
paſsion ſo much diſquieteth our minds, none ſo 
C3 | much 


E ES R © "0. 5 x 22 "Op 3 Ka 4 ad 
4 e n : „ ˙ A ' 
- "= p *» * 4 rr ” 1 * 8 0, 0 o 
. 5 * 75 1 * 4 <4 "7 * e P 1 . 6 K i pw * ALE” 17 
7 5 2 . 0 s * * 5 3 N F # - 
12 | HR OS Changer 
| ET HR O8. att 17 
* » - 2 * ry 
= P og bo of 3 . G ; 
P37 8 2 P 
© 
i OY, A 


1 much 6 poſetfiRealo's je: | al 
mn” betriytthihe face urs whith Reaſon offereth = It mi 
Job 36 21. kecha man bhaſe iniquit ruber then af ſtiction, 1 fer 
a whole skittbefore' a' ſound conſcience, tu ſt God 
withhs ſoul rui her then men with his eſtate, as was 
latehyſdid and prafticed by td many. Ia a word; 
he that is baſely fearful and dowardly is ſo far from 
being a good Magiſtrate that he cannot be a god 
man till that aguiſn diſtemper be well driven out of 
him. Out witli it then in God's name; and let 
| us all in this ſenſe become able men, men of courage 
Rem. 1. 11. andbaction; wot floh in buſineſ 6, fe er vent ii ſpirit; 
| ſervine the Lord with all our might in the perfor- 
mance of theſe duties that either our general or 
our particular calling * a us unto; that ſo we 
may eſcape the arſe that is threatned againſt 
thoſe that do the work of the Lerd negligentiy, and 
Marth. 25 au. be commended and rewarded withygood and 2 
er vants at our Maſter's coming. I come to the 
ſt kind of Ability that ſnould be in Judges. They 
_ not only have able Heads, and able Hearts, 
ut e e eee e 
3. Able Hands. T mean, They muſt be able in 
outward matters. The word in the Origi be- 
fides that Ability of mind ye have heard of, figni- 
- fieth many other things; as 1. Ability of body, 
2. 4 Multitude of people, 3.:Power. and Autboritn, 
4. Riches and E ſtate ʒ. All of them fit accouſtre- 
. menes ofa Judge. Of the three firſt but a little, 
and of the fourth not mu. 
Firſt, Judges have need of able Bodies. Ocher-- 
wiſe, how can they endure to fit day after day from 
Exod 18-13-14 norning till evening (as Moſes did) in Courts of 
| | | 2 jadicature, 


Jer. 48. 10. 


Judiratureʒ i careſullyi and heedfully attending every, 
tramſackiom ? Ochervvile, how Leave 
— rircuits (as Samuel did) and judge the: Sam. 5 16. 
people in ſeveral places ? Otherwiſe, how can they, 
when they are returned to their houſes, take ſo 
groat pains as they do in their Studies, that by en: 
creaſing their knowledge they: may enditaſe their 
judgment, and by learning from the dead may be 

the better furniſhed to inſtruct the living? This laſt 
is not the leaſt of their labours, mack reading, as 
well as much riding, being a wearineſs to the feſb. krel in. 1s. 
. - 'Secondly,: the word fignifiech 4 Multitude, or 

great Aſſembly. And this it is meet, more then 

meet, that my Lords the Judges, when they are . 
upon the King's and Countrey's ſervice, ſhould 1 
ſill ſee, about them; that not onely the Sheriff 
with his train, and the Juſtices and other Gentle- 
menʒ but alſo a good part of the body of the Coun- 
ty ſhould attend at the Aſsiſe, to the end they may 
honour the perſons of the Judges, credit and coun- 
tenance the proceedings in the Courts, and being 
preſent when Oppreſſours and Malefactours are 
juſtly ſentenced, may hear and fear, and learn nat 
ta do [1 rr EAN A : 

I Thirdly, the word ſignifieth Power and Autho- 

rity, And this ought all Judges to be inveſted 
withall. Otherwiſe their Wiſdom and Zele will 
àvail but little for the publick good. 

Va eſt ſme viribus ira. ü 

How ſharp ſoever the edge of a weapon be, yet if ii 
have no back, it will flag, and give feeble and un- 
oertain . ſtrokes. So if a. Judge want 3 though 
he ſay what he ought, the people will doayhat 4 : 
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* word Ggnifieth welteh Rad ear 
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; . e of e corruption and rode er i ea the 
thaſe who are known to be in 2 4 
— 2 Wee, dan den r, 
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K. A LT, 15 
ROT: HINT LO e e 
eie vitiam — ; . 
On the conrraty, | | | 
„ 4 delia, conflruxerit, ille 
dene, ern, forts, ; Juſtus, 4 8 — 
| zecount tlie greateſt vice, and no 
goods ke ro thoſe of Fortune. A fond and fool- 
ith conceit this. As wethould not bee the faith of lam 
0ur Lord Fefus Chriſt, fo neither ought we to have 
the Law of the Land , mith re pelt. Of perſons. 
There was not à jote more e val of edi 
ence due to the decrees of the Roman Senar tytien 
the Coart ſhone wittr purpie then' there was when 
there fare there 
D pellptiry fas corda-patres. +, Propert.L.4, el.x. 
Senaroms oe ſheepfolds, and clad with: 
no bettet robes then che skins of their cartel. 
Truth is Truth, and Law is Law, though a poor 
man ſpeak it; and wiſdom is wiſdom; though it 
r fordid rriment: Yer fince the Vulgar will 
med to think fo, bur thegayc clothing and Jam. 1 2, 3. 
tho gvlal rin (hall Rl ind veſpedf fi them, and 
poor 94 ep nbc nf ed, wil bis w not Eccl.g.16. 
2 eee efore in the ſupreme | 
* eee and fe rk bim r Pct.:2.14. 
of evil-dvers, or the praiſe 
re rf # wel," to deer fo ethro's Aae 
here to Mees, and to pitch upon has, ceteris 
paribize, me the” a8 men in this laſt fenſe, men 
of great aud pleneif eſtates, were it for no other 
reaſowburthis, this, cher bychos indulging to that po- 
pular prejudice, which he cannot cure, he may 
| keep Triburals from the — and boten 
they 


: 7 
3 Er R of n ede i 
they way Id. be: liable unto if men of mean fortunes 
' + _ "were ſet upon them. i tas - 

Lmight here rake occafio ion 10 ſpeak alſo of men 

2 of another robe, the Paſtours of Chriſt's flock, the 
""_ Miniſters of the e who. being Rulers to in 
their Proper ee Bass their inward * 

ought allo to be Ae men of eſtates, | 
amongſt other . upon the like account — 
| M. artes, that their ruling and their laborring 
| eTim.517- inthe word and doctrine, their pains and pregching, 
| may be of more 7 eſteem and 1 „The 
Apoſtle would have them accounted worthy of double 

honoxr, of Maintenance, and of Reyerence: But 
we have many amongſt us, not of the pop ; 

_—_ 2 (more, ſhame for 82 5 of — 

at th 
— eee * 75 
x Kings 12. 31. roboam 's Calyes Were, by abe 9 the Je 

Let ſuch men know (to ſay nothing elſe), th _ | 

are enemies herein not ſo much to the Min — 

to Godaglecy, and .co-their own 8 — — 


lege, 25 it hatli hegun, once br n x-Poverty. upon 
the Cletgy, that Poon will. raight,uſhet-i 
2 e 


e At | 
8 dee, n | 
ment be top ng ceſlary, becauſe i it is not ſo 


able, I will keep within t he compalsof, f the 
thas 1 may a norte that of the Time, 2 
OWEL | 


II. Such AS FEAR 'Gop. Ehalade hag 
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/ worthy Judges. | 
this to be ſurveyed as it ought; but that neither 


the remainder of my ſand nor your weighty occaſi- 


ons will permit. I will therefore preſent you only 
with a ſmall e and leave it to be enlarged by 
yout private meditations. ro IP 
By the Fear of God in this place (as we may ga- 
ther from the companions which go along with it, 
Love of Trath, and Hatred of Covetouſneſs) we are 
to nnderſtand that genuine and kindly ſort of Fear 
which is in the hearts of God's children, and which 
maketh them ſo ſolicitouſly careful not to offend 


him; an awful Reverence of the Divine Majeſty, 
proceeding from Love of him, and producing Obe- 
dience to him; Much like unto that reſpe& which 


vertuous Wives bear unto their Husbands, or that 


_ which dutiful Children bear unto their Parents: 
W hence it is called Chaſt and F:lisl Fear. : 
There is alſo another ſort of Fear, of a far diffe- 
rent & baſer allay, like unts that dread whereby an 
-{ll-condicioned ſervant is forced to do his maſter's 
will much againſt his own, iz», die y+ Sups. 
Do it he would nor, if he durſt do otherwiſe, Fhis 
by Divines is called $ervile or Slaviſb Fear, by the 


Apoſtle rhe Spirit of bondage; becauſe it putteth uon, 


-a man into the poſture of a bondſlave, who hath 
his mind; till tormented with the apprehenſion of 
his maſter's ſtrictneſs and auſterity, and doth all he 
doth to eſcape the whip and the cudgel. This Fear 
bath for its object, not Sinne, but Puniſhmeac , 
and for its cauſe, aot Love of God, as the former, 
but Self- love, and Love of the world, which make 
a man feek onely after eaſe, pleaſure, profit, 
and whatſoever elle the Fleſh luſteth after. As for 
D God, 
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God, theman whois poſſeſſed onely-with his Fear, 


lookmg upon him, not as a gratious Father, but 
as a ſtern Judge, not as 2 Friend, but as an Ene- 


» John 4.18. my, - Cannot e ooſe hut hate him. For as perfær 


Love, according to S. John; cafteth-out Fear, that 
is, rotmenting Fear; ſo alſo Naviſh and torment- 
ing Fear-excludeth-Love, Theſe two are incom- 


E-nize apud cic. Pile and cannot ſtand together. Quem meta- 


ant, oderaunt : quem quiſq; vdit,. periiſſe expetit.. 
Anzodiyarecches oi he Vaters 5 God, and 
would therefore if it were poſsible, pluck him 
out f his throne; They could wiſh there were no 
God, or that he eould no ſce, or would not regard 


when they do amiſs, + They do what they can to 


dal 10. 41s put God ot ul their thoughts, that they may fin 


the moxe licentioufly. But when they ihall have 
done all they can, God will not be quite put out of 
their thoughts, but ever and anon the belief of his 
Preſence, Knowledge, Juſtice, Power ſhall im- 
bitter their finful pleaſures, check them in their in- 
ordinate courſes, aul make them tremble, with 
Felix, at the thought of « judgment to come. For 
_ as true ſaving Faith is not in the power of man, but 
a 1 gr ft of God, ſo neither is Incredulity 
who 2 man's power, the knowledge and belief 
of fom leer as it were inbred by Nature, 
and common unto all; eſpecially ef the Dine Eſ- 
ſence aud Attributes, That God &, and, Thacibe 
is wiſe, and juſt, and pomerful, and, That hei re- 
mar e according to hit woxis. Hence that 
3 In , even in 1 bm 
- barqus nations, to ſome religion and chewanthip of 
2 Deity ; hene thoſe gripes of conſcience Ny . 
; | 1 | wilfn 
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ment, a notable inſtance ave in the 
firſt ſinners Gen,3, Theſe ferrours of the Lord, 
being kindled in the breaſts of men by the light of 
Nature, may indeed be much encreaſed by the 

preaching of the Word making clearer and further 
difcoveries unto them of their own fins and of the 
wrath of God; but they cannot by any means be 
quite extinguiſhed, For let wicked men endea- 
vour never ſo much to blind their own eyes, to 
harden their hearts, and to benumme their conſci- 
ences, yet ſtill there will be 9« Sor, a conſci- 
ence accuſing, an heart condemning, a worm gnaw- 
ing, anda fire glowing : | 
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wilfal and that fearful looking-for o indo- 10 
iff lande r 77 8 e 


— ftacitd ſudant pracordia culpa 5 | Juven. f. 167, 


faith the Satyriſt: and in another place moſt ex- 
cellencly, - | 


Mens habet attonitos, & ſurdo verbere cadit, 
Occulum quatiente animo tortare flagella. 
A kind of hell, · this, upon earth, and the greateſt of 
all corments, 8 
Nocte dil q; ſuum geftare in pect᷑ore teſtem, 
to have the Conſcience continually laſhing us with 
the remembrance of fin and with the fear of ven- 
geance, ; 2 
This ſlaviſh and tormenting Fear, though it be 
in evikmen and hypocrites, yet is not evil in itſelf, 
but of great uſe and benefit. For 1. ſeeing that 
not onely Nature teacheth us to fear the evil of 
' puniſhment, but the Scripture alſo biddeth us, F, 
we do evil, thes to fear, if we ſnould do evil and nor 
fear, we ſhould make onr _ exceeding * 
* D 2 al- 


— diri confeie ri Fuuen. 1. 193 


GAS 198. 


m. 13 4. 
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falling into it preſumptuouſſy, and lying init ſe- 

curely. 2, Again, were it not for this curb, men 

would run into all ſicentiouſneſs like unbridled hor- 

ſes . they would make their Will and their Power 
theogely meaſure of their actions, and hold no- 

— cape but what is unpoſsible. :. There. 

uld be no order nor quiet. upon. earth, but Man- 
Fab 1% kind would become like fiſhes of the fea; the greater. 
ſtill would devour the leſſer, and all outrages and 
villanies would be daily committed. But. God. 

putteth this fear into the hearts of, men, that it 

may be a reſtraining grace, and hinder. the perpe- 
trating of a world of wickedneſs, 3. Further yer, 

this ſervile Fear is an inſtrument not only of God's 
Wiſdom and Providence in ruling the affairs of the 

world, hut alſo. oftentimes of his fatherly. Mercy, 

and loving Kindneſs to his children, whom he is 

wont to lead towards heaven by the gates of hell, 
and after he hath affrighted and afflicted them by 

the Spirit of Bondage, to comfort and conduct them 

by the Spirit of Adoption; This Fear, though not 

itſelf a ſanctifying and ſaving grace, yet making 

way for ſuch; a3 Fixe, though it giveth not forms 

to metalls, yet fit eth them, for the reception · of 

forms; and the Needle, though it ſew not the 

cloth itſelf, yet draweth after it the threed, that 

dath: I his we may ſee in thoſe early Converts 

49526. Acts 2. inwhom Cempunction of heart was the be- 
; inning of Converſion, God. appeareth to our. 
ouls for the moſt part as he did to Elijah on moũnt 
x xing.19.11,12. Moreb, making the Wind, the Earthquake, and 
the Fire uſner- in the fil. ſma Voice. Moſes is 
n, our School-waſter to bring a unto Chriſt, and oo 
| . d the. 


- 
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the terrours of the Law we are trained up to. ſerve. - 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear, Firſt 112-23. 
vue learn to dread God as a Judge; and then, to 
reverence him as a Father: firſt, to fear the Lord 
and his wrath; and then, to fear the Lord and his notas. 
goodneſs, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, and, as the 
Pſalmiſt, to fear him becauſe there. is mercy va 
and forgiveneſs with that is, (for ſuch ſenſe. thoſe | 
places may have) leſt we ſhould forfeit and come 
ſhort of his goodneſs and mercy. Firſt we fear leſt 
he ſhould find us; and then we fear leſt we ſhould - 
loſe him: firſt we fear leſt he ſhould ſmite us; and 
then we fear leſt he ſhould not embrace us, Thus 
even this Servile Fear. may be ſaid to be the begin- 
ning of wiſdom, | ; | 
But David and Solomon his ſon (who both give rl 1 e. 
that high elogizme to the Fear of the Lord) are to be 
underſtood to ſpeak of that eminent and excellent 
Fear which doth not contract che heart, but exlargert.co.s. 
it, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, doth not drive us from 
God, but make us cleave unto him.. This Fear is 
not barely the beginning 4 wi ſdom, that is, the firſt 
ſtep unto it, but it is (as the Hebrew word ww a1 
alfo ſignifieth) the head, the chief and principal 
point, of wiſdow., the ſumme and. complement. 
and perfection of it. Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
that is wiſdews, ſaith God, Job 28. 28. wiſdom 
zr itoxlw, eminently, —— ſo. It is of- 
ten put for the whole worſhip and ſervice of God, 
being the main root and foundation of Religion. 
The Preacher faith it is the whole duty of man, 
Keel. 13, 13, Let us hear, ſaith he, the concluſion: 
of the mhole matter; . Fear God, and keep his . 
5 mand 
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Prov. 1 6 6. 


Prov.. 13. 


Pſa'.112.1. 


Gen. 30 . 
E Exod. 1. 17. 


Nohk. 5. 15. 
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Levit.20.30. 
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manu this rn ar 1X e Fi. 
for f f 


lial Fear, and ſincere chat the fountain, 
this the ſtream, is both rotwns "Codixis, and ror ume 
Homins, the ſumme of God's book, and the. 
ſumme of Man's duty, all chat can be ſaid, all that 
ought to be done. Eſchew evil, and di ved, is the 
Brief of the Bible. . this Fear «ha man 
not onely to depart from evil, (which the other 
Fear may do) but 70 bate evil, and that not ſo 
much becauſe it is deadly as becauſe i it is ugly, not 
ſo much becauſe God will p uniſh i it as becauſe he 
doth diſlike it and hath for nit. It makech 
2 man alſs to do goed, 2 and chear- 
fully. Bleſſed & the man that fearath the Lord, 
ſaich the Pſalmiſt : he hath great delight in his com- 
mandments, "Hewho bath his heart indued with 
this grace will not dare to commit — rar mga to 
blaſpheme God's name, not to 
not to 3 bis ſetvice, bur will with care pu 
e perform the duties that God r equireth of 
him : * He will keep his Sabbaths, and Ae. * 
Sanctnery; he will attend upon his Reman 
hearken to his wo, receive the Sacramen 
upon his Name, ſeek to inform himſelf in Ts 8 
will, and endeavour to conform himfelf unto it. 
This made Joſeph, though ſhrewdly 6. ab- 
ein from amcleanneſs. - This — the Midwives. 


enen the Hebrew: infants,” contrary to 


eſs command of the blondy Tyrant. T his 
3 
on was now grown c s 
pleaded precedent and gel gde 
bern Oider Governon's before hi wine” tharve-: 
4 | le 


F 


of worthy. Fudges. 
able to the people, exacting proviſion and me 
of them, 42407 fered: alſo their ſervents to 3 
folent and io domineer over them. But ſo did not 7, 
aith.he, becauſe of the fear of God, Though he 
was higher-chen the people, yet he forgot not that 
there was One higher then he, who ſtrictly ob- 


ſerved his behauieur, and would call him to account 


for all his actions. And this held him within due 
compaſs, and made him exexciſe his power to the 
people's advantage, and not his wn. 

On che cqarrary, where this curb is wanting, 
men ow” impudent in ſinning, and commit all 
wichedneſs even with greedineſs. When the 
Apoſtle would ſhew the fountain of all impiety 


23 | 


 and* iniquity amongſt men, he ſaith, There i no Rom 3:3. 


ear of God: before their eyes. This reaſon Abra- 
hen Punt x Abimelechwherefor&he was loth 


do on Sarah for his wife when he was come to Ge- 


rar, . Becauſe T thought, Surely the fear of God i not cen a0 11. 


in ibis place, and they will lay me for my wives ſake. 
Wberdche dat of od is not, men will make no 


bones at all of murthering a Prophet and raviſhing 


his matrone. . 
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neſs and Glactony, Pride and Uncleanmeſs, Cove- 


touſneſs and Uncharicableneſs , theſe notorigus 
and horrible ſins do openly ſhe that there is little 
fear of God 9 us. Thoſe few) who, ma- 

their ways, will not caſt- in thesr 
let among the reſt, and ren into the ſame exceſs of 


riot, aremade objects of wonder and ſubjects of 


obloquy: The world accounteth their. courſes 
ftrange, and ſpeaketh evil of them, But let all un- 
godly wretches know, that, if they repent not, re- 
form not, they ſhall ere long give account to him 


that is ready e quick and the dead, and feel 
that Power which they now do not fear. And for 


us, Beloved, let us labour to get this holy Fear in- 


to our inward parts; and, ſeems it is an heavenly 
and Divine grace, let us earneſtly pray with David, 
that God would nite our hearts unto him that we 
may fear his Name; that we may ſtand in aw 6f 
him, and vet ſin againſt him; chit: we may ſer 
God alnayes fore us, and having ſtill a due be- 
lief and apprehegſion of his preſence with us, his 
knowledge of us, his power over us, and above all 
of his goodneſs unto us, we may exerciſe ounſelves 
to have always. a conſcience void of affenſe toward 
bim, and to approve not our actions alone, hut alſo 
our very affections unto him. Bleſſed: 5. iht man 


Before · I cloſe· up this point (which ſhall cloſe- 
up my diſcourſe at this time) Jet me cravę leave 
(though indeed my Text and my Calling give me 


are in authority, that they ought to be 
„ nt» ED bop 


ch as 
This 
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This. Qualification ſtandeth, mee thinketh, in 
the Text like the Sun ia the middle of the Planets, 
diſperſing his beams all about, being the fountain 


of light and life; or like the Heart in the midſt of - 


the body, which is primam vivens, and ſendeth 
bloud and ſpirits to all the membres; or like the 
Poiſe or Spring in a clock, which is primum movers, 
and ſetteth every wheel a- going: Thus this Grace 
hath influence upon all its fellows, which are ſtill 
wont to ſprowt from it as branches from the root. 
That Magiſtrete who truly feareth God, will be alſo 
an able man both in head and heart, 4 wan of truth, 
and an hater of covetouſneſs, 1. The Fear of the 
Lord will be unte him a principle both of Wiſdom 
and Courage. It will make him firſt pray and la- 
bour for a competent meaſure of knowledge for the 
diſcharge of his duty, and then with an undaunted 
vigour and reſolution perform it, ſcorning to be 


drawn or driven from it by the fans or frowns of 


the world. For this noble Fear will baniſh, yea 
quite extinguthh all baſe relpects and carnal fears, 
as fear of loſs, or danger, or diſgrace, or impriſon- 
meat, or death it ſelt. None of theſe, nor all theſe 
ſhall be able ro deter a religious Magiſtrate from 
doing his duty, The Lord of hoſts being his fear 


and. his dread, he will not be afraid of a Man that 18 875. 


ſhall die, and of the Son of man, which ſhall be made 100 51.12. 


4 graſs , Not forgetting the Lord his Maker, he 
will not fear the ſ#ry of the oppreſſoar; Fearing Him 


who can ca ſt both body and ſoxl into hell, he will not wack 10 25. 


fear them who can but kill the body, no nor that nei- 
ther, not ſo muchas touch an hair of the head, 
without leave and power from above. He will, with 

| E holy 


uke 12 4.7 
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holy David, deſpiſe and deſie alt oppoſition; and 
that avon Bavid's account; The Lord is my light” 
and my fabotion , m ſhall I fear ? the-Zordis 
the ſtrength of my life; of whom ſhall I be rau? 
Though an hoſt ſhould enam fs yo wy heart 

1 — che valley 
of the ſtadom of Death, I will fear no evil -- for thin 
of godly Fear 1 All 
other Fears blind and beſot a man; make him un- 
_ to de au/ 


evil, ſo that he may eſcape the be feareth : 


But the fear of the Lord i the beginning of wiſdew ; 


_ 4 good under ſtanding have al they that do there- 
after. | 
2, Again, that Magiftrate who trul foo Cod: 
cannot chaſe bue be alſo a of mul, and that 

in reſpect both of belief and of lite, of opinion and 
of practice, of ſpeculation and of jadgment. He will 
love the Word of God, and live accordingly; He 
will buy the Trathat any rate, and ſeFic at 0 rate: 
He will abhor all falſe doctrine, herefie and ſchiſm, 
all fanatical and fond opinions, and make uſe of 
that power which God and his Prinee have given 
him codiſcouncenanceand ſuppreſs them, d as 
he will be « near of tem in reference to the ſirſt Ta- 
ble, ſo will he alſo be in reference to the ſecond, be- 
ing by his Office cafes atrinſq; Tabala. He will 
be 2 friend to Juſtice, embich is. eſpecially meant 


here by Tut) and a fo to-Balſhood and Wrong. 
He will neither offer injuries himſelf, nor ſuſter in- 


juries in. others; hut will raul and; gov 12089 ly ad- 
mini fer juſfive —_ paniſhment of wit ef? and 


vice, and tat 


uertue. 
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vertne. He will put-on righteouſneſs, aud it ſhall , 
clothe him; and his judgment ſhall be as arobe — pry; 

diadems. :. He will count exſecuting of judgment a 
eater ornament unto him then his purple and 
carlet, and glory no leſs in it then Kings yy in their 
Crowns and Sceptres, This it is for a Judge to be 
4 man of truth, A copious and neceſſary Theme, 
had we time to handle it, But being Joc to make 
the Pulpit treſpaſs upon the Lager ive you 
but a ſmall view of it by the of this : 
Sou (as ſhall alſo o che laſt) only as an 
able companion of the former, That the 
8 2 God will be ſure to bea mano 
truth. Seal that he ſitteth in the ſear of 
Cod, that hedeth the work of God, that he jadęe- 
eth 8 has ſin God, Who + with him in the : Cie . 
. dap gag 1 ply 
2 Petty Go 5 — not dare to walk alt.. 
— to God's command and will 
follow God as 4 dear child, and as God is the. G of hefe. 
trat. ſo will be be « max of trath - He will uſe all De. 5 4. 
prudence, and pains and patience in 
ning and bolting out of the truth: He will 
bear both parties, examin witneſſes, ſcan wri- 
3 ny evidences , 5, weigh every information 
ex — that by diligent in- 
— 2 out the truth, he will 
. i by peeing g ſentence accor · 


4 21 fam chy 1 of God will, aſſuredly flow 


an: Hatred of G neſs, 1 lace theſe rwo cannot 
of Wiſ⸗ dom Pſal.rrr 1e. 


_ pofgibly. ſtand, 
1 * Noa Talcid. . E Ear Jute har* Tim. 6. 10. 


Advo- 


Neut. 16 - 9 


N.. 15. 


Ezek. 22.27. 


and ebnleience | 
 perwverteth? the” Words of the 7 
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Advocate, that Jurour, that Witneſs, that Infor- 
mer, that perfon whatſorver he be, who is greedy” 
of filthy lucte, hat h no truę fear of God before his 
eyes: He maketh Gold his God, he ſerveth Mam- 

mon, he loveth the World, and therefore the love 

of the Father ñ not in him: for the Love of the wor ld 
i enmity with God, I ins is the bane ot Courts, 
the corruption of Juſtice, the inchancment: of Ma- 
giſtrates: It transformeth thein, and maketh them 
quite contrary to what they thould be; ſo that of 
Patrones of the oppreſſed themſelves become the 
ſorelE Oppretitirs, - of Shepheids chey peseme 
Weberei, wolpes ravening whe" prey, ſbeddiug 
bloud, deftroyine 255 getting. liſponeſt gain. It 
maketh them neither ſee, nor hear; nor ſpeak, nor 
It Vibe eyes df the wiſe; a 
he b n 
ſtance here Vr Have in te young Judges of 


act as they ought, rib err ew ſcience: 


| Beer-ſheba, 1 Fam. 8. 3. who turning aſide "after: 
lucre, and ta ting bribes, (perverted inde 


10 nt. Son- 
trary-te tlie good example their wed farkeh 5. 
ue Had gen them. WL need net ledk fu. far. 
for in inftinee';; —_ i the nayes df every ene that 
i grecay of gaiu. Aud all this i through want of 
ot the Fear of God; Were with whoſoever is in- 
dued, he will _inftnitth peter the e e 
and tlie pfeſerving of hisowh Lu Befefe the gain 


| e worthy Judges. | 29 
Fehoſhaphat,: int that excellent Charge be giveth, chin 1.7 
to his Judges;: recommendeth as a ſovereign 
r οοονν,ñs̈ and Preſervative againſt Bribery, Par- 
tiality, and all Injuſtice Wherefore now, ſaith he, 
let the fear 2 the Lord be upon yon; take heed, and 
duns. for there is uo iniquity with the Lord our God, 
not geſprct of ner ſdns, nir ticking of gifts, None of 
theſeare with God; neither are any of theſe with 
the godly, : who. ſincerely fear him. Bur if this 
Fear be wanting, we may come to he place of judg- £.4...c. 
ment, and wic bedutſa wilt be there; and to the place 
of righteouſneſs, auduniqatq wii be there: we may | 
look for judgment; but betwld oppreſswn; for rig h- an. 
* but behold a cry. I his that great Foun- 
tain of Poetry, and indeed of all Learning, though 
they ſay: he was blind, yer-ſaw; clearly, that Con: 
tempt of. God is che fcurſe of all Injuſti ce; 
Werne gi c iy 098 i xehropgs Nigg, Ilia. . 3238. 
| E Sixlu iadows:, 2065 v 3x aabyaries. -- | 
Thus he. And to the ſame ſenſeſpeakerh. that ex- 
eellent Roman who ſo happily emulated the Greek, 
foine ſay out went himmmm ed 1 
zu Dbſcrte j#ſeitiam moniti, & non temnere Divos. . 6.620.. 
Would to God that all Magiſtrates, and others 
Who have to do in: Courts of judicature, would fol- 
low: the cqunſel of this heathen Monitour, and learn 
to: fear God above, and to exerciſe and exſecute 
righteaufneſs here: below; This duty not onely 
the Seripture (as ye have heard). commandeth, bur 
even natural Reaſon alſo requireth, as might fur- 
ther be made to · appear by many other paflages of 
ſhhen Htiutick: wriperz. | Surely then if Chriftians 
move u,, fenen: performance hergof, * 
— 1 YY 


Luke 18 3. 


Plal.:39.7. 


be like the the Judge in-the-Golpel, © which 


<atriage. Without 
| by 5 lara — 


Bor we ſayrof cvory place, rwherker: 


Gen. 286. 16. 


| Jarmnss Charatter | 


Coogee wot 
God, neither regarded man, their fin will he ſorely 
ag gravated and their condemnation exceedingly in- 
creaſed by their enjoyment of clearer light and 
vgs means to have done better. 

Let me N Faul — * and 8 
ou, Honou W Beloved t 
— einne eee 


: 2 all your ways accordingly : And that to this 


fav hes arry Rill in your breaſts a ſerious appre- 

on of God! $ Preſence, his Knowledge, his _ 

dier kis Power, and his G 
1. For the fir: z' Seneca ſairh unly, Ages 
on e el 2  peceaturts veff it 4 
and ſolitude ia a great temptation to wic- 

z ' and the _—_ 2 
— this regard, as much 
as in 1 ſay, e Fark fer 4 man io be 
— - o be is him that is Therefore the 
ck well adviceth bis friend wcilins to obſerve 

the prevee of Epicurm, . Sis; f 


ſpeter aliquis ;, Still to phanſi 
args fan ee er oy ＋ or 
75 


— banding 


more ſevere bite chem Cate continually: 

herber publick "R wo: 
r. nter, 

Bethel, Swclytbe Band i in the 


Nen did of. 
3" thanghowe 

Wen Bok aMare. The Pfalmiſt tell. os char, vihich 

way ſoever we bend our 


<ourbe, we cannot! geifrmis 


e his nd 
Ny or — re. ped 


overynhere,: — 


t 


fent in his ow] Courts, und in yours, He l= 
in tbe mid ft of the ſtvtu golden tandleſficis; and he 
Pandeth in the tongre#«ridh of the mighty, and 1 
with them in the judy ment. Plate ſaith it was a cu- . 
ſtom amongſt the antients to build their Judges. 
Court cloſe by the Temple of the Gods, that the 
neighbourkood of tliat ſacred place might iſtrike 
reverence into the Magiſtrate, and make him take 
the better heed what he did. And the Ethiopian 
Judges, they ſay, were wont ſtill co leave their 
higheſt ſears. empty for the Angels to come down 
and fit in, They thought fo- great matters as the 
Lives and Livelihoods of Men might not be decid- 
ed unleſs the Gods themſelves were of the Quo- 
rum; and therefore they reſerved places for them. 
But be ye aſſured, that how full ſoever your Hall 
anon be thwacked and thronged, the God of An- 
gels and Men will find room amongſt you, He will 
e in every place, in every corner, on the Judge's. 
Deneh, at the Lawyer's bar, in the Iurour s cham- 
ber or meeting- place. Therefore let every man 
Rand in aw of him, and none dare to misbehave 
himſelf in ſo dreadful a preſence, OWE. 
2. But ſome haply may conceit, like that fooliſh: 
bird, that becauſe my ſee not, they are not ſeen, 
and conſequently not fear; Let ſuch there- 
fore, in the ſecond place, know and conſider, that 
God is not onely preſent with them, but privy to 
them; and though none ſee him, yet he ſeeth all 
thorewly: 


— ige Y zraxt ). 


He & arquainied with all our mays; There is not 4 rf. 159 58 


nerd in our tongue, but he knoweth it altogei her; 
; | Vea, 
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Ves, he nnderflendarh wor -thpughts df, off. He 


: ſeeth not as Man ſeeth for Mas lookethon the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart. 
Man, whoſe eye can pierce no further then the out- 
fide, may eafily be deceived and couſened.by the 
fair ſhews that crafty companions can TESTES 
ſelves and diſguiſe their falſhood withall: But God 
trieth the reins, and weigheth the ſpirits, and know- 
eth the very ſecrets of the heart: Impoſsible there- 
fore it will be for any to delude and mock him, or 
to hide his very inmoſt purpoſes and intentions 
from him, Oh who can chooſe. but fear to com- 
mit ſin, that conſidereth he ſtandeth before ſuch 
an Ephor as as this ! It would be prodigious bold- 
neſs for a man to cut a purſe, much more to cut a. 
throat, before the eye of an earthly Judge: What 
high and horrid: preſumption then is it for C hriſti- 
ans, who profeſs a belief of God's Omniſcience, to 
go about by malicious and fraudulent practices to 
deprive their innocent brethren of lite, . or liber ty, 
or goods, or good- name? That all- ſeeing Eye, 
one would think, might ſuffice to reſtrain us not 
onely from acting, but even from thinking, ſuch 
miſchief. And ſo it would, were it well thought of. 
It would quench the ſparks of fin ere they raiſe a 
flame; It would nip thoſe curſed buds, and not 
ſuffer them to ripen; It would cruſh the cocka- 
trice-egs, that they never ſhould be hatched into 
ſerpents, But alas! it is to be feared, few theie 
are who ſet Cod continually before them, and 
therefore few there are who walk uprightly before 
him. This reaſon the Pſalmiſt giveth more then 
once of the Fraud and Cruelty of the ungodly, 


They 


of worthy Judges. . 


1 22 aith he, The Lord ſhel not ſee, neither rler, 


ſhall the God of Faceb regard it. Let me anſwer 
14 — — (if Gere be any thing of Man 
left in _ with the „ — follow; — 
ſtand, ye brutiſh among the people ana, ye fools, , 
when ye be 27 e? He that 1 the ear, ſhail : 
be not hear ? and he that formed the eye, ſhall he not 
ſee ? Hedoth ſee. thee, though thou thinkeſt he 

doth not, from the height of heaven, and through led . n, in. 
the dark cland. His eyes, ſaith the ſon of Sirach, cel 28.15. 
are ten thouſand times brighter then the San, be- 
holding all the ways of men, aud conſidering the moſt 
ſecret parts, He ſeeth, and heareth, andunder- 
ſtandech infinitely more then all che world, and 
diſcerneth that which none elſe can; that being 

true of himwhich the Delphick Devil ſaid falſly of 
himſelf, - 

Ola A i þ2ppr 7' ded pdy, x) Hire Sandane' Herdes. Clis. 
Kai n cuvint, x) d .- axes. 8 

He counteth the Sands on the ſhore, and the Drops 

of the deep; and, which is much more, he is 
fue ſdent marrwr, and knoweth what u in man, 4d. 1.24. 
He taketh exact notice not onely of that which co- Vhñn 248. 
meth from thee, but of that alſo which is contri- 
ved within thee, of all the plots and projects that 

thou art forging in thy brain or breaſt, Since God's 

Eye therefore doth ſo tarrowly watch thee, let it 

be thy care to ſet a ſtrict watch over thyſelf, not 

over thy Tongue and Hands alone, bur alſo over 

thy Heart, and ſuffer not evil thoughts to lodge 
within thee. „ 

3. But again, ſome there are who, notwith- 
ſtanding all this, bleſs themſelves in their own 

e hearts, 
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hear ts, and hold it folly ſor a man to amuze and 
amaze his mind wich · the conceit of God s Omsi- 
ſcience, ſince though he ſeeth and knoweth never - 
ſo much, he neither doth nor ſaith any thing; 

Nec bene promeritis capitur, nec tangitur ira. 
His favour is neither won with good lervices, nor 
loſt with bad ʒ but he ſtandeth an indifferent and 
unconcer ned ſpectatour of humane actions. They 
conſent with thieves, and are partakers with adulte- 
rers; They give their months to evil, and their 
tongues frame deceit ;, They ſit and ſpeak againſt their 
brother, and ſlander their own mothers ſon : Theſe 
things they do; - and God keepeth ſilence, and there- 
fore they thin i that he is altogether ſuch a one as them. 
ſelves; They take his filence tor conſent: And 
becauſe ſentence againſt their evil works is not exſe- 
cated ſpeedily, therefore their heart 6 fully ſet in them 
to do evil, They ſee not groſs offenders laid hold 
on by Divine Juſtice ie. in the very act; 
They ſee not Knights of the poſt, falſe Witneſſes 
and forſworn Jury-men, ſerved as Ananias and Sap- 
phira were, ſtruck dead with the lie in their mouths, 
They ſee not unconſcionable Lawyers truck dumb 
at the bar for miſemploying that excellent gift of 
Eloquence in gilding-over cauſes manifeſtly rotten, 

| nos hos queſitum munas in uſe; 

They ſee not corrupt and unjuſt; Judges ſuddenly 
plas Fd oy — Bench and to.the. Bar . 1 
They find that by wronging and ruining of others 
themſelves iv the wor, and inereaſe in. 


riches : And hence they conclude, that, though: © 


God fee. their courſes, be gifliketh them not; 
hence they embolden, and hayden, and * 
| ö * 


em- 


= — 


e worthy Judges. 55 
them ſelves in their wickedneſs, deſpiſe the threat- 
nings of God, and abuſe his goodneſs, and forbear- Nom 2-4 
ance, and leng-ſuffering, which ſhould lead them 1s 
repentance, Thus eaſe and proſperity _— * 
ones, O that theſe men would believe the Scri 
tures ! Thence they might learn that God is — 2 
nite in Juſtice as well as in Knowledge; that be 5s r.. 
not a God that-hath pleaſure in wickedneſs, but a-. 
teth all workers of iniquity, and abhorreth the blond 
and deceitful man; that he is the Fudge of all the Gnu x5. 
earth, and will do right; that he will by. ug meant £xodi4-7 
clear the. guilty, but though at preſent he endure Ron. 21. 
with mach long-ſuſſering the veſſels of wrath, he will 
in due time make himſeligknown by exſecuting judg- rte. ic. 
ment: l hongh he now keep filence, yet preſump- ral.o.zc. 
tuous ſinners ſhall one day find, if in the mean 
while they repent not, he will reprove them, and ſet all keel. in 4 
their fins in order before their eyes: Every work wil 
he bring into judgment ,' with every ſecret thing, 
whether good or evil, Then impenitent wretches 
ſhall feel the patience they abuſed turned into fury, 
and the blow they feared not fall che heavier by how 
much it was the longer in fetching, Nom con ſider ri 5o 22. 
this, ye that forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver. 

4. Bur ſtill perhaps ſome there are who love to 
fatter and feed. themſelves with vain hopes of ſcap- 
ing well enough at that dreadful day of doom, great 
men. ef} cally, ſuch. as here upon earth have had 
both the face and fortune to overbear right by 
might, to baffle Magiſtrates, to elude the Laws 
of the Land, to break all bands aſunder, to caſt ras... 
amay all cords from them, and to paſs througheve- 

* g | 
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ty obſtacle-with as much eaſe and ſport as Waſps: 


and Hornets bruſh through the nets of Spiders. 
Such fights as theſe the late times have preſented- 
us with more them a good many, We have ſeen: 
Folly ſet in great dignity; and the rich fit in low» 
place: We have ſeen ſervants on horſes,and princes- 
walking as fervants on the earth: And | 
Aſperias nibibeſFhumili, cum ſurgit in altum. 

We have ſeen the very dung and duſt of the earth 
flie in- the face of Authority and Majeſt y it ſelf. 
We have ſeen men well worthy to have been ad- 
vanced to the gibbet, fitting gravely on the Bench, 
and not only truſsing- up far leſſer offenders then 
themſelves, hs alſo oftentimes ſentencing honeſt 
and loyal ſnbjects, yea, (which is- the height. of 
villany) their liege Sovereign; unto death. Cer- 
tainly theſe bold wretches teared not the fury and. 
force of the Almighty, - But if there be any of 
thoſe SM of; that brood of Titans, yet above 
ground, let them know that He who ſittetb in the 
heaven will laugh them to ſcorn, the Lord will have 
them in deri ſion; And that what power ſeever they. 
either have had, or ſtill have, over men, they can 
have none at all over God, who is omaipotent, and 
regardeth neither the perſons, nor power, nor num 
ber of his enem ies.; But though * be never ſo 
many, never ſo e unleſs in this their day they 
know the things which belong unto their peace, He 
will in that. day of his break them with arod of iron, 


and daſh them in pieces like a potter wa; By one- 
word of his mouth all the wicked Ball be turned into 


hell; and allibe preple that forget Got I hy preſent: 
wealth ſhall not be able to purchaſe thy pardon, nor 
; : ny. 


ISR: , 


„ worthy Judges. 
thy- preſent dignity to procure any exemption, 
Thon ſhale fare ad ' Fear — the N ſinner: 
Nay, much worſe = for, Potentes potenter; Mighty 
Luners ſbal be mightily tormented, Wild, 6; a 

Chapter worthy to be ſeriouſly peruſed by all great 

men, that they may become good as well as great. 

Ewill ſnut up this point with the words of the Pſal · 

miſt; Be wiſe now therefore, O ye Magiſtrates; be 
inſtructed, ye Fudges 25 earth. Learn this leſ- 

fon, That God's Preſence cannot be avoided, his 
Knowledge cannot be deluded, his Juſtice cannot. 
be corrupted, his Power cannot be reſiſted , Learn 

this, and ye will be wiſe indeed: for then ye will 
ferve the Eord in fear: 7 

Theſe Notes haply may ſeem harſh and unplea- 
fant : But they ſhould not do ſo, ſince they are 
very profitable, and may (with the concent and 
concurrence of God's grace) like the ſtrokes of Da- 

. vid's harp, ſerve toallay and charm the evil ſpirie 
tliat is in us, and to ſettle and compaſs our minds in 
æright tune and harmony. But though the Strings 
be good, I will touch them no more at preſent, but 
ſlip over them to another, with which J will endea- 
vour to cloſe ſweetly, po” 

J. In the haſt place, let all Migiſtrates, for- 
the ingendring and increaſing the Fear of God in 
their hearts, often remember and conlider the: 
Goodneſs of God unto them and his Favours be- 
ſtowed upon them; How he hath placed them in- 
the nobleſt rank of his earthly creatures, and indu-- 
ed them with rational and immortal ſouls, capable 
of grace and glory3- How he: hath called them to 
knowledge of him, to faith im him, to hopes of li- 
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ving for ever with him Ho be bath raiſed 


aloft, and ſer them aboye their brethren , bach put 
Wiſdom into their heads, and the Sword into their 
hands; made them Oracles of juſtice, Living 
Laws, Pillars and Props of the Common- wealth, 
Een 40: the Wing, Feet to the lame, Fathers to the 
Poor, a Refuge tothe oppreſſed, and a Terrour to 


-oppreſſours, in a ward, his own Miniſters and Vice- 


gerents and Repreſencatives upon earth. Gods 
they are all, and Chldres of the Moſt high - He 
himſelf ftileth them ſa Pſal. 82, 6, Such honour 
have all Clxiſtian Magiſtrates, Now let every 
Magiſtrate ſeriouſly conſider this, and in Read of 
being proud of God's gifts, & if be had vet received 
them, be will bethink and beſpeak himſelf with 
the Bſalmiſt, hat ſhall I render unta the Lord for alt 
bu benefits towards me? and finding himſelf to be 
the Child of God in ſo many reſpects by Creat:- 
on, by Adoption, by Office and Authority, as a 
Man, as a Chriſtian, as a Magiſtrate, he will hold, 
himſelf bound as it were by a threefold cord 
to ſerve. his heavenly Father with filial Fear and 
Revenence, | 26 | 

I have done with the ſecond Qualification of 


Judges; but have infiſted on it ſo long, that the 


tend 


time ill gat now ſuffer me to ſpeak, as I once in- 

ed, of thoſe two that remain. Neither in- 
deedl will it be neceſſary that I ſhould, if what hath: 
been ſpoken concerning. the Fear of God be believed 
and practic ed as it ought, ſeeing thoſe other Qua- 
lificacions,-as.I, told you, naturally flow from. this, . 
and conflanely; attend upon it, like bandmaids up- 
oa their miſtreſs, Thoſe Judges who fear Cog! 


W 


* 
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will be allo Men of trat amicraters of covetouſneſs, 
Which that all of us not only Magiſtrates, but 
Subjects, may be, the Cod of all grace grant 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: To whom with 
the Father and the holy Ghoſt be all honour and 
glory for evermore. 


